
 

Topics on the history of mathematics 
 

 The number 0 has not always existed, and apart from a number is the period 
and also been the 'nothing'. Give us a look at the development of the 0. 

 How and when it equals' sign = arise? How is it developed into the = we use 
now? 

 How negative numbers are formed and how they could before that negative 
numbers "miss"? 

 Take us agree in the history of the number Pi 

 The golden mean: what is it and you can get a full A4 sheet draw / color 
completely the golden section proportions 

 Someone once wrote "The Elements of Euclid's not just about shapes and 
numbers, but a way of thinking."Where the elements are about and how they 
have been important to the way of thinking and reasoning? 

 What did Pythagoras more than the theorem of Pythagoras? 

 Why is Hippasus (one of the members of the group of Pythagoras) 
murdered? It has something to do with the square root of two. 

 What does Al-Khwarizmi meant for mathematics? 

 Which of the discoveries and spellings in mathematics you now use that, 
Leonard Euler has introduced? 

 Who has ensured that many math words that were formerly written in Latin, 
translated into Dutch and what can you tell more about him (about 
Mathematics) 

 Who was the first female mathematician and sketch her life. 

 From the Babylonian mathematics we still use elements. What can you say 
about that? 

 Describe the importance of Rhynd Papyrus (or view it in the British Musuem in 
London) 

 There are different ways of writing numbers, we now have the character 0, 1, 
etc t / m 9. What other do you know whether you think and how we have come 
to use the current numbers? 

 A popular research in mathematics is the squaring of the circle. Can you show 
what it is and how developments have walked in this area? 

 Go on research into the origin of the coordinate tracts with the current known 
x- and y-axis, see if you can handle it Ptolemy and Descartes. 

 Explain to us again why Alan Turing as a pioneer of the computer age can be 
seen 

 Explain us how Georg Cantor solved the problem by continuing to count than 
the infinite. 

 Can you give us an add  sum to show with hieroglyphics (Egypt), Roman 
Figures in binary count and as we would write it nowadays. 

 The seven bridges of Konigsberg: you can adjust as the original problem so 
that the problem can be solved. Let's see more bridges, and even fewer 
bridges. Can you also find the theory behind it? 

 How is it that in England they have a different metric system? And what did 
Napoleon to do with the meter? 

 Consider your own metric system based on an object you somewhere around 
you and convince us why that is better than the system we use now 



 Tell about Euler's life and what he found in the 18th century intellectual 
home? What is the most famous formula of Euler 

 Tartaglia and Cardano could be drinking each other's blood. Why? What are 
their known works and who now has eventually won the infighting? 

 


