
History of Mathematics 

The oldest archaeological find, mathematically related, is that of the Lebombo-
leg. This was found in the 70s in the Lebombogebergte in Swaziland (South Africa). It 

is a fibula of a baboon in which 29 notches are made with a sharp object. The bone 

dates back 35,000 years BC.  

 
It says nothing about the math of the people in that era then, but they could count 
systematically. The presumption is that the count is related to the menstrual cycle of 

a woman. By counting days, she knew when would start a new cycle would start. 

 

The mathematics of now ... 

..is a combination of ancient mathematics and very recent mathematics. For example, 
the number 0 is only since the 12th century a 0 as we know it in the Western 
world. There have been times when there was no 0 and that was missed! Think of 

Roman numerals, which had no 0 needed. Let alone negative numbers. Computers 
that work with the other hand, the binary system with a 0 and a 1 is a very recent 
development! 

At school you will learn all sorts of mathematical theorems, calculation rules, ways to 
write mathematics in its own mathematical language, functions and relations between 
algebra and geometry. But where do these mathematical oddities come from 

now. Some have been around since the ancient Greeks, others are only discovered 

in the 18th century. To you to make a journey through time in search of the origin of 

mathematics. 

The subjects in the list are related to  the knowledge you have gained so far. There 

are no topics on 3Havo / VWO, for example, you get only 4 or 5 VWO, such as 
integration, binomial distributions etc. 

  



Command 

Choose from the list of topics, a subject that appeals to you or where you think you 
can do something with it. 

the list of topics 

Topic / research 

On this subject you going to do research, research that goes beyond wikipedia. Try to 

get a better overall picture of the subject. Ask yourself questions like: 

 Who was involved? 

 In which period played this? 

 What else happened during that period in history, you can link to it       
somewhere? 

 How do you recognize that first development back in math today? 

 Are there anecdotes about it to find? 

 What would the mathematics now if it had not happened? 

 Do you have the appropriate graphics can find it? 

 

Your product 

The intention is that you inform your classmates about your chosen topic. This can be 
in a kind of flyer, information leaflet, poster, video, speech: you choose your form. 

Discuss your choice of form beforehand with your teacher to whether the shape that 
you want, it is appropriate for the subject. 

For a story / flyer / Sheet shall you think of a story of around 500 words in Arial font 
12. You'll come out with a few images on two sides of A4. 

A movie lets you take at least 3 minutes and a maximum of 5 minutes. 

  

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=nl&prev=_t&sl=nl&tl=en&u=https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jg3aGiTLrpfeOvcS9hndNoNHqNbGImuDW6WaHJmcc4Q/edit%3Fusp%3Dsharing


Report 

Except a product, you also make a report on making your product. 

In this report, you call all your sources used in the APA style: 

http://www.bronvermelding.nl/bron/apa+style.html 

You will briefly show how easy or difficult it was to find appropriate information. How 

did you solve it? How did you make choices about what was going to use and what 

not? 

Have you examined the source where you got the information from, is a reliable 
source? If so on which you have drawn your conclusion. 

Are you happy with your final result? Why or why not? 

Suppose you get another time this mission and you must choose a new topic, what 
would you do differently in your approach or style, and why? 

Choose one product from a classmate and gives your classmate feedback on his / 
her product. Do that, for example, in the form of a tip, and a top. If you are a boy, you 

choose the product of a girl to give feedback and vice versa. 

The feedback received in your report and take brief comment there: what can you do 
with the feedback received? 

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=nl&prev=_t&sl=nl&tl=en&u=http://www.bronvermelding.nl/bron/apa%2Bstyle.html




 

 
Originele tekst in het Nederlands: 

Het is een kuitbeen van een baviaan waarin 29 kerfjes gemaakt zijn met een scherp 

voorwerp. 

 Een betere vertaling voorstellen 
 


